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A conclave with the Red Men was urgent before the
engineers stirred from the bank of the Missouri. Council
Bluffs is a famous spot in the history of the New World,
because here the Indians were wont for centuries to meet to
settle tribal disputes. It was here that Collis P. Hunting-
ton and his colleagues met the Red Men to discuss the
terms and treaty for the acquisition-of the necessary land
to found the city of Omaha.
At that day the nearest point to which the railway had
advanced towards the river from the east was Des Moines.
The first locomotive required for constructional purposes
upon the Central Pacific, and which weighed some 60 tons,
had to be hauled across country on the deck of a trolley
by teams of horses. When the trans-continental railway
was taken in hand, however, the eastern railways were
pushed forward with great speed to reach Council Bluffs,
in order to carry the thousands of tons of supplies of every
description requisite for building purposes.
The scarcity of one commodity was felt severely.    In
this country one may travel for miles and not see a single ,
tree.   This hit the* railway hard.    Every baulk of timberX
whether it was required for a fire, a shack, or a sleeper, had"
to be brought over enormous distances.    By the time a
sleeper was laid it often cost as much as $2.50, or ten
shillings!
The route between east and west is popularly known as
the "Overland Route." How it received this name is a
little story in itself. Among those who arrived at San
Francisco in the glorious days of '47 to make money out
of the gold-rush was a Dutchman, whose topsy-turvy
English was characteristic of a foreigner possessing only
an imperfect acquaintance with our tongue. He opened
a saloon, which became a most popular resort. Whenever
a stranger entered the rendezvous, Boniface's curiosity was
aroused. The new arrival was asked inevitably by which
of the three routes he had gained the Golden Gate. "Did
you come the Horn around, the Isthmus across, or the
land over?" the Dutchman inquired. "The land-over"